Amino acid transport properties of erythrocytes from normal newborn lambs and lambs with an inherited defect in amino acid transport.
An amino acid transport defect which occurs in the erythrocytes of adult sheep is also present in foetal erythrocytes from newborn lambs which have inherited the lesion. The transport defect in erythrocytes from adult sheep is associated with high intracellular levels of ornithine and lysine and a markedly diminished GSH concentration. Although the lesion in foetal cells also results in the accumulation of ornithine and lysine, the intracellular GSH concentration is only moderately diminished.